
In a heartfelt ceremony on February 

10th, Isiaha Greene was named The 

Boys & Girls Club of Brattleboro 2015 

Youth of the Year. Isiaha is a true 

example of an extraordinary young 

man. At age 18, he has just been se-

lected to compete against other Boys & 

Girls Club members for the Vermont 

Youth of the Year title and a $1,000 

scholarship. As the Youth of the Year 

for The Boys & Girls Clubs of Brattle-

boro, Isiaha is among hundreds of local 

youth across the country recognized by 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for 

his sound character, leadership skills and 

willingness to give back to the community. 

Being named Youth of the Year is the 

highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member 

can receive. The title recognizes out-

standing high achievement in the areas of 

academic excellence, healthy lifestyles, 

leadership, character and service as well 

as obstacles overcome.  

Isiaha Greene is a senior at Brattleboro 

Union High School and is looking forward 

to continuing his education at UMASS 

Amherst with the goal of one day being a 

stock broker.  In the ceremony attended 

by family and friends, Isiaha also re-

ceived a $500 scholarship provided by 

River Valley Credit Union. 

“Isiaha is what you would call a quiet 

leader, doing the right thing, being eve-

ryone’s friend and helping his peers to 

see the bigger picture with the goal of seeing 

them make better choices. Isiaha exemplifies 

what Youth of the Year means he has overcome 

his share of obstacles and strives to do better 

today than yesterday, always thinking of others 

and being willing to lend a helping hand. In his 

own way Isiaha is the best kind of role model 

for all youth. He works hard at being the best 

he can be at everything he does.”, said Beth 

Baldwin, chief professional officer at The Boys 

& Girls Club of Brattleboro.  

If Isiaha wins at the state competition in April, 

he will receive a $6,000 scholarship. Then he 

will go on to compete this summer in New York 

City for the title of Northeast Region Youth of 

the Year and an additional $10,000 scholarship. 

The five regional winners will advance to Wash-

ington, D.C., in September 2015 to compete for 

the title of BGCA’s National Youth of the Year. 

The National Youth of the Year receives an 

additional $25,000 college scholarship and is 

installed by the President in an Oval Office 

ceremony. 

Isiaha Greene Named Youth of the Year 

Going the Distance Rides Again 

Calling all riders! Whether you 

are a seasoned cyclist or a casual 

peddler who likes to noodle 

around the back roads, we need 

you for our sixth annual Going 

the Distance fundraising ride. 

This year’s event will be held on 

Saturday, June 27th and will once 

again feature three different 

routes: 40 miles, 60 miles, and 

100 miles. The routes are fully 

supported with sag vans, rest 

stops that offer swimming, 

snacks, bathrooms, a lunch ca-

tered by The Marina, a celebra-

tion at the finish line, gift cer-

tificates for participants who 

raise the most money, and T-

shirts for all. Event sponsors help 

keep our overhead extremely low, 

so that approximately 95% of 

the funds you raise go directly to 

support the Club's programs and 

services. Over the past five 

years, this fundraising event for 

the Club has raised more than 

$180,000! We've had 103 different 

riders since 2010 with participants 

ranging in age from 10 to over 70. We 

hope you’ll join us! For more informa-

tion, visit www.bgcbrattleboro.com/

GTD.htm.  
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As the snow melts and we start 

to see more grass and warmer 

days, we are gearing up for our 

2015 Boys & Girls Club Summer 

Camps.  

This year we have a seven-week 

schedule, which will begin on 

Monday, June 29th and go 

through Friday, August 14th. 

Camps run Monday through Fri-

day from 9:00am-5:00pm. We 

provide snacks and lunches along 

with a full day of activity and 

excitement.  

Our camps try to focus on all 

that is good about living in 

southern Vermont. We have full- 

time life guards that allow us to 

visit all of the area’s rivers, 

ponds and brooks for a wide 

variety of activities. These ac-

tivities can include fishing, 

swimming, canoeing or simply 

exploring nature around the 

water.  

Swimming and water are a large 

part of our summer but there is 

much more to what we do. Camp-

ers will have fun with sports and 

games, wilderness activities, art 

projects and hiking. Of course, 

the biggest opportunity is to 

become a part of our Boys & 

Girls Club community. The camp-

ers spend time in the mornings, 

after lunch and at the end of 

the day just enjoying our 17 Flat 

Street facilities. At this time, 

the campers can take advantage 

of the skate park, play some 

court games or just relax and 

watch a movie on the big screen 

after a long and active day.  

We are very excited for the 

coming summer and we cannot 

wait to see all of our campers 

and their families.  

local teens and their two 

advisors leave for Florida 

on April 15th, they are in 

for the trip of their 

young lives. Many of 

these teens have never 

been out of New England, 

or stayed in a hotel or 

gone that far away from 

home. That alone is rea-

son to take this trip, said 

Beth Baldwin, Executive 

Director of the The Club 

and one of the two adult 

travelling with the teens.  

The teens are also going 

to be learning while they 

are away. They will be 

participating in workshops 

ranging from Public 

Speaking , running an ef-

fective meeting, fund-

raising  as well as going on 

college visits and trying 

to tackle issues facing 

This year our Flat Street 

Keystone Club (teen lead-

ership) is doing something 

it has not done since 

2011. They are going to a 

national Keystone Confer-

ence.  Like 4 four years 

ago, the conference is in 

Orlando, Florida. In an 

effort to save money and 

give as many kids as pos-

sible the opportunity, we 

will be driving to Orlando.  

This year 1,500 Keyston-

ers and their advisors 

from clubs all over the 

country and on U.S. mili-

tary bases overseas 

will converge on Or-

lando, Florida for 

three days of educa-

tion, new friendships 

and fun.  

This year when the six 

young people today.  

All of the teens who are 

going on this trip had to 

fundraise and pay their 

way, as well as be Key-

stone Members in good 

standing. Good standing 

means going to regular 

meetings, participating in 

community service acti-

vates, being a role model 

for younger members of 

The Club and maintaining 

good grades in school.  

All of these teens also, 

hold down jobs, play 

sports in school and in 

recreation leagues, and 

contribute to their fami-

lies and the community.  

Please join us in wishing 

them well on their trip.  

Making Memories in the Summer of their Lives 

Keystone goes to National Conference 
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Members of our Keystone Group in 

2011 at our last National Conference.  

Some of our Keystone Members  

fundraising for the trip to Nationals 

2014-2015 Keystone Group on our annual 

leadership retreat on Cape Cad 

Kids doing 

what they do 

at camp, Have 

Fun!!! 



promoted her interest in working 

with The Club. Linda and her hus-

band Craig have participated in 

The Boys & Girls Club Going the 

Distance Bike Ride for the past 

few summers. 

Lisa Ford has lived in Guilford for 

over 20 years, working, raising 

three children and being an active 

participant in community-building 

activities.  Lisa has served on her 

local school board, and worked in 

the marketing departments of 

both the Brattleboro Food Co-op 

and Foard Panel. Her eldest daugh-

ter who is now 19 and attending 

Keene State College participated in 

leadership and community service 

activities at the Boys and Girls 

Club. Lisa states, “That is why I am 

grateful for this opportunity to 

work with such a passionate board 

that establishes important re-

sources for all children.” 

We welcome Linda and Lisa to the 

Board of Directors and look for-

ward to working with them. 

We are honored and pleased to 

welcome two new Board members to 

our team. Lisa Ford and Linda 

Rinder have agreed to join the 

Board. They are both experienced 

Board Members and very enthusias-

tic.  

Linda Rinder is a Putney resident 

who works as a school nurse at 

Brattleboro Union High School and 

Middle School. In her free time 

Linda enjoys spending time with her 

family, quilting, and hiking. Her 

fondness for working with teens 

Diplomas 2 Degrees (d2D) 

is a national Boys & Girls  

Club program designed to 

help club members, many of 

whom will be first genera-

tion college students, finish 

high school strong and go on 

to continue their education.  

This year for the second 

year in a row, The Boys & 

Girls Club of Brattleboro 

will be sending a group of 

teens to a regional confer-

ence to learn all about the 

college application process, 

financial aid, picking a ma-

jor, and finding out what 

kind of school is for them, 

all while spending the week-

end living in the dorms at 

Rivier University in Nashua, 

New Hampshire. Learning to 

live with others is a big 

part of any college experi-

ence, our members with get 

to do that while making 

plans for the next steps of 

their futures.  

This year’s theme which is 

Journey to Success, Dive 

into Your Future, will help 

our teens and hundreds of 

others from all over the 

country see the possibili-

ties of their future and 

make a plan to get there.  

ties. The young people in the 

program have done work in 

the area of arctic ecology, 

dolphins, the Gulf of Mexico, 

Monetary Bay and the Ti-

tanic. They have also made a 

trip to the Mystic Aquarium 

and visited Cape Cod, where 

they observed both ocean 

and fresh water systems and 

toured the Woods hole 

Oceanographic Institutes 

aquarium.   

This summer the Immersion 

Science Program, a STEM 

Program designed for young 

people 8 to 12 years old, will 

end its 18 month run at The 

Boys & Girls Club of Brattle-

boro.  

This program was put to-

gether by the Sea Research 

Foundation and provides 

hands-on oceanographic sci-

ences programs and activi-

In June the kids will be go-

ing back to Mystic to do 

hands on animal encounters 

with penguins and beluga 

whales. They will also visit 

the Mystic Seaport, tour 

sailing ships, and learn about 

the region’s whaling history. 

Then in July  two members 

will attended Camp Hercules, 

a week long camp at 

the Mystic Aquarium. 

Diplomas 2 Degrees-Journey to Success, Dive into Your Future!  

Immersion Science Gets Up Close to Wildlife 

Some of the Immersion Sciences 

kids on there visit to the woods 

Hole Aquarium  

New Faces on the Board 
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Some of our members at last 

year’s d2D Conference.  

Linda with her husband 

Craig at last year’s      

Going the Distance Ride.  

Board Member Lisa Ford 



Ryan Johnson became a 

staff member of The Boys & 

Girls Club of Brattleboro’s 

Bellows Falls Unit in Decem-

ber of 2013 and quickly be-

came an invaluable member 

of our club family. Ryan is a 

natural at putting kids first 

and knowing what to say and 

what not to say. He is an 

example of a true mentor, a 

positive adult who balances 

friendship with being a 

teacher and showing them 

how to grow into caring adult 

citizens.    

According to club member 

Corlee Conklin, “He’s there 

for the kids no matter 

what.” Ryan can often be 

found helping our club mem-

bers during Power Hour 

(homework help) or running 

other group activities, both 

inside and out.  Ryan is also 

very connected to the Bel-

lows Falls community includ-

ing working closely with 

Greater Falls Connection.  

He was promoted to Lead 

Staff in March of 2015 and 

this will give him the oppor-

tunity to be a role model for 

other staff as well as our 

members.  

Staff Profile-Ryan Johnson 
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Ryan playing outside with kids 

in Bellows Falls.  

Our new space in Bellows Falls 

Our members using the new space for 

education and fun! 



Over Labor Day Weekend 

2014, our Bellows Falls 

Clubhouse was severely 

damaged by vandalism. 

Now, just over six months 

later, our Bellows Falls 

Club is happily relocated 

and settled into a new 

space at 41 The Square in 

downtown Bellows Falls. 

Our new location is very 

different from our for-

mer building owned by 

Immanuel Episcopal 

Church. Our old location 

was once a house and gave 

us a lot of space, mostly 

broken into smaller rooms 

over two floors. We are 

now located in downtown 

Bellows Falls, and al-

though the overall square 

footage is similar to our 

previous setup, all pro-

gramming activities now 

take place in one large 

room. Our new space is 

more open and airy and 

has large windows over-

looking the downtown. 

This layout makes super-

vision dramatically easier 

for our staff, and our 

members can see what is 

happening all over the 

club. Since all of our ac-

tivities are held in one 

open space, it ultimately 

gives our members more 

freedom to participate in 

multiple activities at the 

same time, as well as be-

ing more connected to 

The Club and their fellow 

members. 

Our new space gives our 

members a chance to be 

more visible in their com-

munity and take part in all 

types of activities. Since 

moving into our new space 

the number of kids in at-

tendance has grown and 

they have enjoyed the 

opportunity a great 

chance to expand their 

horizons and take part in 

their world. 

If you are downtown af-

ter school, stop by and 

check us out! 

My favorite thing about the new club space is… 

“…that we can all hang out together in one room”.                                

        (Adrianna B., 7th Grade) 

“…that it’s more open.”  

    (Corlee C.,  8th Grade) 

“…there’s a lot of space.”         

     (Sophia, 2nd Grade) 

“…it’s more open and there’s more room to hang out.”    

        (Makayla R., 8th Grade) 

Our New Home in Bellows Falls 

What The Kids Say About Our New Home 
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We have had quite the winter with the bitter cold and snowfall amounts, and as 

much fun as it was to have an “old fashioned” winter we are looking forward to 

warmer days. This spring we have a couple of trips planned. Ricky and I are driv-

ing 6 members of our teen leadership group to the National Keystone Confer-

ence in Orlando, Florida in April, and in June a group of high school members 

will be attending the Diplomas 2 Degrees Conference in New Hampshire. We are 

preparing for an exciting summer full of summer camp, expanded hours, and 

outdoor fun.  

I am often asked what involvement we have with Boys & Girls Clubs of America. 

Many people assume that we receive funding from BGCA and that we don’t need 

operating expenses from other sources. Unfortunately this is not true. BGCA 

does have a federal pass- through grant from the Office of Juvenile Justice 

which we benefit from, and BGCA offers us support in the way of programming 

ideas and business advice. However raising our operating support funds is our 

responsibility. We are a franchise under the umbrella of BGCA and we, as a 

club, pay dues to BGCA every year. This is why local support from businesses, 

foundations, and community members is so vital to the Boys & Girls Club of 

Brattleboro. With close to 1,400 members at our three sites, the need for a 

Boys & Girls Club is evident and we appreciate the support we receive from our 

community and funders. Enjoy Spring !! 

A Few Words From Our Executive Director 
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Beth Baldwin, Executive Director of 

the Boys & Girls Club of Brattleboro, 

gives out a President Volunteer Ser-

vice Award to Club member Brittany 

Towle at our annual Youth of the 

Year vent.  


